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Fish Traps of Qatar

Throughout Qatar’s history, fish has been one of main sources of food for its inhabitants. Therefore, different methods of fishing
were extensively employed by the communities living along its coastal regions. Traditional fishing methods included, besides
the use of gargoors (a baited basket-trap with a funnel-like entrance) also intertidal barrier traps. The latter is one of the best
examples of how humans adapted to the marine environment and made use of it.

With Qatar’s coasts being very shallow, daily tides are very extensive. Within a couple of hours, large tidal areas can be either
entirely dry or completely flooded. Exactly this natural factor was exploited to catch fish in a very simple way: Curvilinear dry
stone walls were built as barriers to trap fish using the rise and fall of the tides. Fish would swim towards the shore during the
high tide and would be trapped behind this barrier while the tide ebbed. At low tide, the fish just needed to be collected.

These intertidal fish-traps are locally known as maskar and they can be found in dense clusters at Qatar’s coasts reaching from
Wakra to Zekreet. While maskaris a very common element of fishery in Qatar, it is barely known in other Gulf countries. Only few
examples of maskar can be found on some of the western islands of the UAE which underlines the fact that this type of fish-trap
Is a truly Qatari tradition. Until now more than 300 maskar of differing size and shape have been documented in Qatar. They can
be V-shaped, semi-circular, rectangular or just a straight wall blocking a narrow strait.

Another type of fish trap is known as hadrah and it is widely distributed within the Gulf region. These traps are built using wooden
poles and palm stems or more modern fish nets. These mostly V-shaped traps channel the fish into a central chamber from where
they can be harvested during the low tide. Other than maskar, fish-traps of the hadrah-type are smaller, can easily be assembled
and are used for only a short period. On the shores of Qatar, they are typically attached to maskar fish-traps. In present times
hadrah-type traps are still built and in use.
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